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CHANGING TACTICS, CHANGING IDENTITY: WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE 
PROTESTS IN WASHINGTON, D.C., 1913-1920 
KIMBERLY K. JOHNSON 
2013 
Since the founding of the United States, the task of determining who has the right 
to political participation has been difficult.  As a result, many groups, including women, 
had to take dramatic steps to ensure their right to suffrage and access to public space.  
Beginning in 1913 with the first National Demonstration and the pickets that followed in 
1917, these women began to claim national public space as a space for protest.  This 
research seeks to determine and understand the evolution of identities embraced by 
suffragists as correlated with protest tactics used from 1913 to 1920 in Washington, D.C.  
The research was based on photographs collected from the Records of National Women’s 
Party located in Library of Congress.  The photographs were separated into two groups: 
parades/pageants from 1913-1917 and picketing from 1917-1920.  Content analysis was 
used to analyze the photographs in order to determine which identity, civic or feminine, 
suffragists embraced.  The analysis of photographs from the women’s suffrage movement 
demonstrations in Washington, D.C. confirms that feminine identity more frequently 
occurs in parade photographs, while photographs of pickets show higher frequencies of 






CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
  A famous Chinese Proverb states that “Women hold up half the sky.”  In United 
States history prior to 1920 women were responsible for “holding up half the sky” while 
at the same time lacking the right of political participation possessed by their male 
counterparts.  Political participation is a core concept within the definition of citizenship. 
Since the founding of the United States, the question of what it means to be a citizen has 
been a source of contention, especially in regards to rights granted to women and 
members of other minority groups.  Women responded to the limitations imposed upon 
them by the United States government by launching the woman’s suffrage movement.  
The Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 acted as the watershed event, which catapulted the 
woman’s suffrage movement in the United States.  
 The goal of the United States woman’s suffrage movement was to allow women to 
participate at an equal level with men in terms of political participation.  2013 marks the 
centennial anniversary of a significant event that changed the lives of American women, 
but also the perception of Washington, D.C. as a whole.  When suffragists decided to 
transform their fight they also changed the way they performed their citizenship. As 
suffragists transitioned from discussions within the home to actively protesting in the 
streets of Washington, D.C., they brought women’s issues into the national light and 
opened Washington, D.C. as a place of national protest for future generations.  
The shift from the home, where women educated others and lobbied governmental 
officials about woman’s suffrage, to the streets, where women actively protested and 
performed their citizenship, caused difficulty for the suffragists.  This difficulty was the 
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result of the division of place and space, between the public, rational, and the private, 
irrational, on the basis of gender.  Women did not have equal access to public space as 
men and therefore, were limited in the way in which they could protest their lack of 
citizenship.  
The realization of a major goal of the women’s suffrage movement occurred on 
August 26, 1920 with the addition of the 19
th
 amendment to the Constitution.  The 19
th
 
amendment ultimately forced change on a political structure that did not allow women 
full expression of their citizenship: the right to vote.  Another minor goal that resulted 
because of the suffrage movement protests in Washington, D.C.  was the recognition of 
women’s right to perform citizenship within public space.  Public space, which is an 
integral part of citizenship, became a critical component within the suffrage movement 
starting with the March 3, 1913 parade in Washington, D.C. 
 Following the parades between 1913 and 1915, a shift in the way women 
performed their citizenship occurred.  Suffrage leader Alice Paul noticed that as more 
women paraded through Washington, D.C. the parade tactic became less significant 
(Barber 2002, 72).  In 1917, Alice Paul created the National Woman’s Party.  As a result, 
the way women performed their citizenship changed to silent picketing (Barber 2002, 
72).  As women changed their performance tactic, their sense of self changed.  While 
performing their citizenship through the parading tactic, women focused on beauty and 
femininity.  When the performance tactic changed in 1917, women focused on 
themselves as American citizens.  With this transformation in identity association the 
way suffragists used space and place changed.  As a result, place became more significant 
in the protest tactic.  In order to bring a sense of civic identity into the public sphere 
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suffragists began picketing at more specific locations which stood in contrast to the 
broader locations covered by parade routes. 
  As suffrage transformed over the course of the early 20
th
 century, women changed 
protest tactics in order to bring their movement to the national stage.  Because of the 
gendered division of space, the public and the private, women used tactics that moved 
them from their homes into the streets (McCammon 2003, 788).  In order to break 
through the gendered barriers dividing the public and private spheres, suffragists and 
suffrage leaders focused on certain tactics that allowed them to choose their desired civic 
and feminine identities, while disregarding other identities to embrace within parade and 
picketing efforts in Washington, D.C.  Through an analysis of photographs from the 
women’s suffrage movement demonstrations in Washington, D.C. this study illustrates 
that feminine identity more frequently occurs in parade photographs, while photographs 
of pickets show higher frequencies of civic identity. 
Research Objectives  
The main objective of this study is to determine if the change in the way suffragists 
performed their citizenship in the early 1900s suffrage movement resulted in a change in 
how women used space and their feminine and civic identities in protest, specifically 
national protests.  Current literature does not adequately address the use of civic and 
feminine identities within suffrage movement protests of the early 20
th
 century.  In order 
to understand how women saw themselves not only as women, but as American citizens 
during the suffrage movement, further research is needed.  Although some scholars have 
addressed specific tactics used within the suffrage movement (McCammon 2003), there 
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is a lacuna in the literature of how identities are infused into protest tactics, specifically 
within the parades and picketing efforts during the early 20
th
 century.     
Research Questions 
In order to better understand the use of civic and feminine identities within suffrage 
protests, this study seeks to answer the following questions using content analysis 
centered on photographs of suffrage demonstrations that took place in Washington, D.C. 
from 1913 to 1920:  
 To what extent did the suffragists’ lack of full suffrage shape the way they used 
space and place in protest?  Did this lack of full citizenship show up within the 
text and visuals used in the demonstrations in Washington, D.C. from 1913 to 
1920? 
 To what extent was civic identity infused into the suffrage parades that took place 
in Washington, D.C.?   
 To what extent was civic identity infused into the pickets that took place in 
Washington, D.C.?   
 To what extent was feminine identity infused into the suffrage parades that took 
place in Washington, D.C.?   
 To what extent was feminine identity infused into the pickets that took place in 
Washington, D.C.?   
 What role did location play in both parades and pickets?  What effect did this 
have on the dominant identity used?  Was there a correlation between the two?   
Study Area: Washington, D.C.  
In a broad sense, the fight for women’s suffrage is located within the context of the 
American experience.  However, an aspect of it unfolds in Washington, D.C. (Figure 1) 
because Washington, D.C. is a place where the politics of identity are disputed, 
5 
 
negotiated, and ultimately changed.  Change became a significant characteristic of 





 centuries.  Washington, D.C. is also seen as a place of male power.  This is 
because Washington, D.C. is the center of the United States government as well as the 
center of our nation-state, which has in general been dominated by men.  Therefore, 
Washington, D.C. is considered to be the core of the United States.  The core’s 
responsibility is to exert power over its state territory.  This is done through the three 
branches of government, the headquarters of which are located in the Capitol (White 
2004).  As a result, Washington, D.C. is seen as a place of political authority and power 
within the United States.  According to White, “The core of a state exerts its power over 
its state territory thought its circulation system.  The core’s executive, legislative, and 
judicial decisions spread through the various pathways of the circulation systems until 
they encountered every individual within the state territory” (2004, 73).  In short, 
Washington, D.C. is the place within the United States where state power is centered.   
The study area of this research is situated on Washington, D.C. rather than the United 
States as a whole because Washington, D.C. provides a unique place where a unique 
event took place.  The smaller scale allows for a better understanding of   the evolution of 
the use of public space and how identities evolved as the use of space and place changed.  
The 1913 National Demonstration, located in Washington, D.C., marked the first time 
women protested within a national public space.  As time progressed suffrage leaders 
opted to alter and improve their performance tactics to gain the attention needed to 
succeed in their goal. 
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Since Washington, D.C. is seen as a place of power as well as the core of the United 
States’ political system, the choice to hold a suffrage parade there was a successful 
strategic move by suffrage leaders.  Harm de Blij explains within capital cities, such as 
Washington, D.C., “cityscapes substantiated national achievements through elaborate 
palaces, columned government building, decorative triumphal arches, spacious parade 
routes, and commemorative statuary” (2009, 182).   
One of the responsibilities and functions of the state is to bestow citizenship.  Access 
to public space, which includes capital cities, is a critical component of citizenship 
(Staeheli 1997).  In order for women to embrace their civic identity they needed to bring 
their movement into the public sphere.  As a result, the leaders of the suffrage movement 
chose Washington, D.C. as the place for the first national demonstration in 1913, because 
the city represented the place where their political oppression could be changed.  
According to Barber, “The march [Alice] Paul organized used the existing ritual of 
presidential inauguration to interject the cause of woman suffrage into this space and onto 
the political agenda” (2002, 45).  Ultimately, by taking control of the city a day prior to 
the inauguration of President Wilson, suffragists took the focus away from the 
inauguration and changed it to the lack of women’s rights (Barber 2002, 45).  
Because women were unable to protest within the public sphere due to their gendered 
status, they lacked a key component of their citizenship (Staeheli 1997, 30).  In order to 
accomplish this, the women of the suffrage movement changed the way they performed 
their citizenship and as a result were able to claim the public sphere (McCammon 2003, 
790).  The reason for the evolution to active protesting in the public sphere was due to 
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tensions experienced within groups, differing views within the movement, or when they 
experienced political defeats (McCammon 2003, 809).  Following the split of the 
National Woman’s Party in 1917 the tactics women used also changed significantly.    
Terms 
Within this study, the independent variable is the location, Washington, D.C., as well 
as the years in which each protest tactic was used, namely the parades from 1913 to 1915 
and the pickets from 1917 to 1920.  The year 1917 is a significant year because it marks 
the split in the party and the transition from the parade tactic to the picketing tactic.  The 
dependent variable is the protest tactic itself because it is directly correlated with the 
specific years.  For this study, Lessard-Lachance and Norcliffe’s definition of protest will 
be used.  They define protest as, “a formal objection to a particular set of policies or 
practices in which the protestors perceive some form of injustice to exist” (2013, 182).  
Feminine and civic identities are also dependent variables because the extent to which 
they are used is based on the protest tactic.  Gillian Rose defines identity as “how we 
make sense of ourselves” (1995).  Therefore, feminine identity will be defined as how 
women make sense of themselves as women based on the roles assigned to women 
during the given time period.  Civic identity in this case, therefore, can be defined as how 
these women see themselves as American citizens.  Because photographs provide a snap 
shot of the actual event that took place during this time period they will be examined to 
determine identity use.   
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 
The U.S. Women’s Suffrage Movement: History  
 The Founding Fathers determined who was a citizen and who was not.  Ultimately 
this meant deciding the place of women and other minorities within the American 
political system.  The United States government barred women from political 
participation through informal customs and practices as well as formal laws despite the 
efforts made by leading women during the founding of the United States (Clemens 1997, 
187).  In letters to her husband, John Adams, Abigail Adams frequently mentioned the 
status of women in the creation of the United States Constitution and urged him to take 
women’s rights into consideration.  Abigail Adams wrote in a 1776 letter to her husband, 
“In the new code of laws I desire you would remember the ladies and be more generous 
and favorable to them than your ancestors” (Roesch Wagner 1995, 16).  The ladies, 
however, were not represented in the United States Constitution.  The ultimate goal of the 
women’s suffrage movement was for women to have equal participation as men 
throughout the United States.  
Over the course of its history, the fight for woman’s suffrage not only included white 
women, but those of color too (Terborg-Penn 1995).  Following the Civil War, both 
women and blacks worked together in order to achieve the right to vote.  When it was 
realized, however, that only African-American men would be granted this right many 





Amendments created a schism within the woman’s suffrage movement (Moore Kerr 
1995, 71; Kraditor 1965, 3-4).  Susan B. Anthony and Elisabeth Cady Stanton created the 
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National Woman Suffrage Association in 1896 in response to the exclusion of women 
from the 15
th
 amendment (Moore Kerr 1995, 71; Kraditor 1965, 4).  Lucy Stone, on the 
other hand, formed the American Woman Suffrage Association during the same year 
with the idea that once black men were enfranchised women would soon follow 
(Terborg-Penn 1995, 139).  
Citizenship 
  Citizenship, which the state bestows, grants individuals of a particular state full 
membership within a political community (White 2004, 97; Staeheli and Thompson 
1997, 30; Marshall and Bottomore 1992, 6; Heater 2004, 113).  “Citizenship is a legal 
status, synonymous with nationality in a modern nation-state” (Heater 2004, 115).  A 
common identity or belonging exists among citizens within a particular nation.  
Citizenship within a particular political community also grants members certain rights.  
Sociologist T.H. Marshall placed citizenship into three elements: civil, political, and 
social, each with their own rights.  He wrote:  
The civil element is composed of the rights necessary for individual 
freedom—liberty of the person, freedom of speech, thought and 
faith…and the right to justice…By the political element I mean the right to 
participate in the exercise of political power, as a member of a body 
invested with political authority or as an elector of the members of such 
body…By the social element I mean the whole range from the right to 
share to the full in social heritage and to live the life of a civilized being 
according to the standards prevailing in the society (1992, 8).  
Staelheli and Thompson add to the definition of citizenship by including the right of 
access to public space.  Public space, “is conceptualized as a setting for debate, the 
exercise of rights of citizens, and a place where people of diverse backgrounds can meet 
as a community” (Staelheli and Thompson 1997, 29-30).  In order to be an effective 
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citizen, one needs access to public space; however, because space is divided into two 
spheres, marginalized groups, like women, lack this access.  The lack of access to the 
public space and the ability to perform citizenship within it played a significant role in 
the protest tactics used in the United States suffrage movement.  
Citizenship involves a certain degree of access to public space where citizens can 
negotiate, unpack, and change their aspects of their citizenship.  Because space was 
divided into the public and private spheres based on gender as well as on the basis of 
rationality and irrationality, men and women did not have equal access to this space.  
Because men had access to the public sphere they were already able to express aspects of 
their citizenship through performance.  For example, the first protest situated in 
Washington, D.C. occurred in 1894, when Coxey’s Army marched from Ohio to the 
United States Capitol protesting economic hardships, including unemployment 
(Schwantes 1985).  Women, on the other hand, did not have this key aspect of citizenship 
and therefore, were not able to perform their citizenship within a national public space.  
When women participated in the suffrage demonstrations between 1913 and 1919 they 
were disobeying the gendered norms by not only protesting in the public sphere, but 
performing and asserting their citizenship within the modern nation-state.  
Public vs. Private Space 
Space is defined as the three-dimensional life we live in and includes its material 
form (Domosh and Seager 2001, xxi-xxii).  Place, on the other hand is a space that has an 
invested or attached meaning (Domosh and Seager 2001, xxi-xxii).  Yi-Fu Tuan said it 
best when he stated, “Place is security, space is freedom: we are attached to the one and 
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long for the other” (1977, 3).  People are attracted to the idea of free space: public space.  
Consequently, performing citizenship freely within public space is an important concept 
not only in terms of citizenship, but the definition of space as a whole.  Gender, in 
particular, plays a significant role in how men and women define spaces and places (de 
Blij 2009, 181; Monk 1992, 123).  Janice Monk stated that this is because gender, “is a 
central element of human experience” (1992, 123).  Therefore, by virtue of gender men 
and women envision and identify with certain spaces differently.   
The division between the public and private spheres on the basis of gender stems 
from the duality that exists between the ‘mind’ and the ‘body’ (Domosh and Seager 
2001).  According to Longhurst, “The mind has been associated with Man, the body with 
Woman” (2005, 92).  The duality associated between the mind and body within the 
discipline is thus further reflected on spaces and places.  As a result, the city, which was 
thought to represent the rational mind, was labeled masculine and the home was labeled 
feminine (Domosh and Seager 2001).  
The private sphere, thus being associated with women, was centered on the home.  
Historically, the activities of women were centered within this sphere (Domosh and 
Seager 2001, 1).  Therefore, a woman’s identity was equated, to a certain degree, with the 
home.  Domosh and Seager wrote, “Women themselves seem to derive more of their 
identities from their domestic life than do men” (Domosh and Seager 2001, 1).  On the 
other hand, the public space was created rationally and associated with control and 
planning and was considered to be organized, which ultimately defined it as masculine 
(Domosh and Seager 2001, 71; Rose 1993, 35).  As a result two worlds were created: “a 
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public masculine world of work, industry, and professionalism, and a private feminine 
world of home, family, and love” (Domosh and Seager 2001, 76). 
The city in particular was associated not only with being masculine and rational, 
but also served as a way to align the power of the city with men (Domosh and Seager).  
This resulted in the city being reinforced as masculine.  Such places historically included, 
“taverns, coffeehouses, and clubs of the city” (Domosh and Seager 2001, 74).  Coffee 
houses, in particular, barred women from entering not only because it was a place infused 
with masculinity, but also because it was a place for political and economic discussions 
(Domosh and Seager 2001, 74).  In sum, the duality between the mind and body was 
reflected on certain spaces being labeled as masculine through the restriction of female 
conduct within the city.  
Women were aligned with the private sphere, the ‘home’.  Because of the division 
between work, the city, and the home, women were responsible for child care, food 
preparation, and sewing which were vastly different from the tasks men did outside the 
home (Domosh and Seager 2001).  Therefore, “the role of “production” was separated 
from that of “reproduction,” and men became the productive wage earners, while women 
carried on the reproductive tasks for the family” (Domosh and Seager 2001).  The duality 
of space had further impacts on women’s access to the public sphere including their 
ability to perform aspects of their citizenship.  The dichotomy of space resulted in certain 
groups having limited access to the public space which prevented them from being 




Another major result of this dichotomy is the exclusion and inclusion of certain 
marginalized groups, including women, within the public sphere.  According to Mitchell, 
“By ‘nature’ (as also by custom, franchise, and economics) women, non-white men, and 
the property-less were denied access to the public sphere in everyday life” (1995, 117).  
The exclusion of certain groups from the public sphere, including public space, resulted 
in those marginalized groups fighting for access and their right to be part of the active 
public (Mitchell 1995, 117). 
Public Space, Washington, D.C., and Protest 
Space, specifically public space, becomes seemingly significant in terms of 
political demonstrations.  Public space functions much like the Greek agora (Mitchell 
1995, 116).  The agora acts as a place open to citizens where public affairs and legal 
disputes were conducted within an open space (Hartley 1992, 29-30).  As previously 
mentioned, public space is synonymous with public debate, a place where citizens 
exercise their rights as well as a place where political activity flows (Staelheli 1997, 29-
30; Mitchell 1995, 117).  Mitchell paraphrases Habermas when he stated that within the 
public sphere “all matter of social formations should find access to all structures of power 
within a society” (1995, 116).  Therefore, capital cities such as Washington, D.C. serve as 
a place where citizens come to address their lack of rights because it is seen as a place of 
power, specifically male power, and change.   
Similar to protests launched in other capital cities, like Buenos Aires, Argentina 
and Seoul, Korea (Salmenkari 2009), Washington, D.C. is a politically contested place.  
Capitols, like Washington, D.C. contain symbolic places as well as places associated with 
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political authority.  Symbolic places allow for the protesters to manipulate the collective 
memory of a particular place which often results in a changed meaning of a place 
(Salmenkari 2009).  When women protested in Washington, D.C. during the early 1900s 
they chose places that were both symbolic, politically, as well as places of political 
authority.  According to Salmenkari places of political authority are “located around 
buildings accommodating high-level authorities” (2009, 246).  The White House, where a 
significant portion of suffrage protests took place, would be defined as a place of political 
authority.  Lafayette Plaza, therefore, would be classified as a symbolic place because of 
its connection to United States history.  A major characteristic of political places of 
authority is the restrictions placed on them.  Salmenkari stated, “In these places the 
authorities want to exclude demonstrators who demand access to this space” (2009, 246).  
This limitation was evident at places where suffrage demonstrations that took place 
between 1913 and 1919.  Women who participated in these protests were often times 
arrested and harassed while protesting (Barber 2002).  These actions reiterated the 
restrictions of space and places where protests occurred in Washington, D.C.   
Protest Tactics: Moving into the Public Sphere 
Throughout the suffrage movement, American women brought their demands for 
suffrage to the forefront in numerous ways.  These ways evolved over the course of the 
fight for suffrage ranging from lobbying and petitioning, to parades, pageants, and 
picketing.  Parades and pageants were the first of the tactics that brought the suffrage 
movement to the public’s eye by moving it into the public space.  Borda stated, “The 
parade then may be viewed as a site of symbolic struggle for power and authority within 
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the contested realm of the public sphere” (2002, 29).  As a result, the transition of the 
movement into the public sphere allowed the suffragists to use public space to their 
political advantage (Borda 2002, 31).  Ultimately, parades allowed suffragists to link 
their ideas of “women and politics more strongly in the public mind” (Borda 2002, 32).  
Harriot Stanton Blatch, a suffrage leader, saw the parade tactic as a “vehicle for 
social change” as well as “an opportunity to take suffrage politics more boldly into public 
spaces” (Borda 2002, 25).  Between 1905 and 1913, hundreds of large scale parades and 
pageants took place throughout the United States (Borda 2002, 25; Moore 1997, 89).  
These large scale public demonstrations “exhibited women’s collective mobilization 
while visually symbolizing woman suffragists’ contestation of their prescribed societal 
roles” (Borda 2002, 25-6).  
The changes in tactics through the suffrage movement were the result of many 
factors.  As mentioned previously, McCammon found that suffrage leaders “turned to 
parades when they experienced tensions or a diversity of views within their movement, 
when their movements were decentralized, when they engaged in fundraising or when 
they faced significant defeats in the political arena” (2003, 809).  Earlier in the suffrage 
movement women were not taking to the streets, but instead focused on education 
(Kraditor 1965, 8).  Rather than demonstrating in the public sphere women, “held 
gatherings primarily among women sympathetic to the cause to increase membership in 
their suffrage organizations and they discretely lobbied state legislators” (McCammon 
2003, 790).  Once women moved from “the parlors to the street,” they crossed the 
gendered line between the private and public spheres.  As a result, this transition 
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challenged the traditional notions of femininity and restrictions of women’s conduct 
(Borda 2002, 25).  Consequently, this was done, in some cases, with hesitation.  
The crossing into the public sphere for many women was the first time they had 
crossed the gendered line that separated them from men.  Often women were afraid to 
participate.  This was directly correlated with the fear of public space as previously 
discussed.  McCammon stated, “Many of the suffragists themselves had to overcome the 
intimation of participating in the public sphere in such an assertive way” (2003, 793).  
Lumsden wrote that some suffragists in New York felt that they “had never taken part in 
anything of this kind before and were resolute, but a good deal scared” (1997, 85).  As a 
result, many women quit the movement instead of marching in public (McCammon 2003, 
793).  The marching was considered by some to be unfeminine and not ladylike.  The 
New York Times reported in 1911 that suffrage parades were “unfeminine and therefore 
obnoxious and ridiculous” (Lumsden 1997, 87).  Some women decided to ride in 
automobiles throughout suffrage parades for fear of looking “unladylike” (McCammon 
2003, 793).  These women wanted the same rights that men possessed; however, they did 
not want to appear too masculine in the public sphere.  When entering the public sphere, 
however, most women banded together bringing their femininity into the landscape.   
Femininity, Citizenship and the 1913 National Demonstration  
Appearing feminine was a major priority of suffragists who participated in the 
first national demonstration.  The event marked the first time women crossed into the 
male dominated public space at a national level.  The parade took place March 3, 1913 in 
Washington, D.C., and “included both a procession along Pennsylvania avenue and an 
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allegorical tableau performed on the steps of the U.S. Treasury” (Borda 2002, 39).  Over 
5,000 women participated, just days prior to the inauguration of President Woodrow 
Wilson (Gluck 1976, 19; Stevens 1995, 35; Lumsden 1997, 78; Borda 2002, 33).  
Washington, D.C., as previously stated, was seen as a public place of power and the core 
of the United States government; however, during this time Washington, D.C. had not 
been established as a public national space of protest (Barber 2003, 45).  As a result, this 
event made the city open to large-scale popular demonstrations, not just official 
ceremonies, like the inauguration of President Wilson (Barber 2002, 74).  Crowds 
flooded the streets to see the suffrage parade which consequently resulted in small 
numbers greeting Wilson at Union Station the same day (Barber 2002, 51; Stevens 1995, 
35).  Being so close to the inauguration allowed suffragettes to bring woman’s suffrage 
into the national spotlight which made it into a forum for national suffrage (Barber 2002, 
51; Lumsden 1997, 78).  By bringing action to their movement and their femininity into 
the landscape, the suffragists involved were able to bring this political movement to the 
national stage.  
With femininity being at the center of suffrage marches and propaganda 
the question of what it meant to be a woman became an issue.  This played out in 
how black women were represented in the United States suffrage movement and 
how they were able to participate.  African-American women were essentially 
crossing two lines: a gendered and a racial.  Racial divisions played out in the 
parades which took place in the early 20
th




During the 1913 parade suffrage leaders hesitated to allow African-
American women to participate.  The parade was considered by white suffragist 
to be a whites-only demonstration.  Leaders feared the presence of black women 
within the parade would take away from the femininity they were trying to 
portray to the nation as well as offending the white southern women (Terborg-
Penn 1998, 148).  Barber wrote that “organizers feared that because black women 
were commonly stereotyped as not beautiful and not respectable, their presence 
would weaken the visual argument of the procession” (2002, 62).  Despite this, 
sixty black women mainly from Illinois marched in the national demonstration 
(Terborg-Penn 1998, 99).  
Other suffrage leaders thought the placement of the black women within the 
larger group was crucial in order to not take away from the entire parade.  Suffrage 
leader, Alice Paul thought that if African-American women were to take part they were to 
be scattered among the northern delegations (Barber 2002, 63).  In her study of African-
American women within the 1913 parade, Wanda Hendricks wrote that “because of racist 
attitudes, African American women were relegated to the back of the line regardless of 
state residency (Hendricks 1995, 268).  Terborg-Penn also stated that a section reserved 
for African-American women was located at the end of the line (1998).  W.E.B. Du 
Bouis mentioned after the 1913 Washington parade that the suffragists still had a hard 
time determining the race issue (Pauley 2000). 
Ultimately, femininity played a significant role in shaping how suffragists saw 
themselves as women and American citizens; essentially what set them apart from men 
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(Barber 2002, 55).  The organizer, Alice Paul and noted suffrage leader during the early 
1900s, did not take the crowds as a sign of success.  She did not want the march to simply 
attract more people than the inaugural procession but rather wanted it to be something 
that those who witnessed it remembered (Barber 2002, 56; Stevens 1995, 35).  
Femininity, as a result, became a major theme of suffrage parades and marches especially 
during the March 3
rd
, 1913 parade in Washington, D.C. (Barber 2002, 55)   More 
importantly the theme of femininity gave the nation a sense of how these women not only 
viewed themselves but the movement itself (Barber 2002, 54). 
  The suffragists and the organizers involved with the parade wanted their first 
public appearance to be memorable since this would set the stage for how the public 
would view the movement (Barber 2002, 54).  The choice of using their femininity was 
the way in which the organizers felt they could bring the most publicity to the movement 
(McCammon 2003, 791).  When addressing femininity within the parade of 1913 the 
organizers put beauty at the top of their list.  Beauty, according to Lucy Barber, was a 
significant aspect of the presentation because the organizers wanted the public to believe 
that women with full suffrage would bring beauty to public life, thus creating a better 
world (Barber 2002, 55).  Another goal of bringing beauty to Washington, D.C. in 1913 
was to contradict the urban landscape of the city.  The beauty represented by the 
suffragists “improved society by showing an alternative to the grubby, disorderly world 
epitomized by the bowery conditions surrounding Pennsylvania Avenue” (Barber 2002, 
56).  Femininity was meant to offset the masculine landscape which surrounded them as 
they marched.  The femininity used within the demonstration was seen in the way the 
suffragists dressed and the symbols they used.  Women were dressed in a color scheme 
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that emphasized the harmonious element that was import to the view of beauty (Barber 
2002, 59).   
Implications: From Parades to Picketing 
The parades that took place between 1913 and 1915 resulted in a shift of protest 
tactics.  The parade tactic was seen in some cases as a “double-edged sword.”  It allowed 
women to emphasize their femininity and strength, but left them “open to patronizing 
commentary from the press and the public and even more vulnerable to organized 
opposition from anti-suffragists” (Borda 2002, 27).  Jennifer Borda argued that the parade 
tactic prevented the suffragists from achieving the movement’s goals, specifically their 
efforts to control the image of their movement and its members (Borda 2002, 27).  
Suffrage leader, Alice Paul, noticed following the National Parade in 1913 that more 
women marched on Washington, D.C.  As a result the parade tactic became less 
significant (Barber 2002, 72).  According to Barber, Paul noticed that, “the more 
respectable and more familiar the protest, the less likely it was to bring widespread 
attention, even if it still might serve to bring supporters together and illustrate their status 
as citizens” (Barber 2002, 72).  The shift to the picketing tactic was a result of the 
normalization of the parade and pageant tactics.  Alice Paul also stated that picketing was 
“more useful at this stage than processions, because it has continuous publicity at least at 
Washington, while the publicity of a procession is over in a day” (Barber 2002, 73).  
Picketing allowed women to continue protests day after day in the same locations.  
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As a result, the National American Woman Suffrage Association split with Paul 
creating the National Woman’s Party in 1917 (Barber 2002, 72; Stevens 1995, 19).  The 
tactic changed to silent picketing.  The first picket took place January of 1917, known as 
“Silent Sentinels”, in front of the White House (Stevens 1995, 21; Lumsden 1997, 118) 
Stevens wrote, “They [the women] were the first group of citizens to pioneer this form of 
political protest” (Stevens 1995, 21).  Ultimately, the combination of rash political 
slogans, such as ‘Kaiser’ Wilson, resulted in large populations of the nation viewing 
these pickets as anti-American and a sign of disloyalty (Stevens 1995, 22).  According to 
Barber, “For the next three years, these silent picketers carried banners justifying the vote 
for women to every national political site in Washington” (Barber 2002, 72).  Picketing 
provided the same advantages to the movement as parades, but took the movement to a 
new level in terms of protest.  According to Barber, “Just as the procession took 
advantage of the national space surrounding both Congress and the White House, so 
picketing allowed the suffragists to associate their cause with national symbols” (2002, 
72).  Women changed their tactics to picketing which brought a stronger sense of civic 
identity into the public sphere.  
The literature above provides a background to concepts of citizenship, space, and 
place.  Staeheli and Mitchell provide insights into how public space affects citizenship 
and protest within their two study areas: the Hill in Boulder, Colorado and People’s Park 
in Berkeley, California.  Geographers such as Janice Monk, Yi-Fu Tuan, Gillian Rose, 
Mona Domosh, and Joni Seager provided insights into the division of place and space 
based on gender.  These concepts discussed in the literature review all played a 
significant role in shaping the tactics used during the suffrage movement.  In order to be 
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citizens, women needed access to public space and public places, like Washington, D.C., 
however, their access at the time was limited.  Civic identity, which showed how 
suffragists saw themselves as citizens, was directly correlated with their feminine 
identity, which was how they saw themselves as women, during the 1913 parade on 
Washington, D.C.  As the tactic shifted, however, greater focus was put on one identity 
over the other.  The efforts made by these women, however, were not fully recognized 
until the passage of the 19
th




















CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY 
Why Photography?  
According to geographer Gillian Rose, geography is a unique social science that 
continues to rely on certain kinds of visualitites and images to construct knowledges 
(2003, 212).  Gillian Rose stated “Several writers have made a strong case for the 
importance of photographs as a source for historical geographers, but not because 
photographs accurately record what places looked like in the past.  Like many other 
historians of photography, these geographers argue that photographs are not simply 
mimetic of the world they show” (2000, 555).  Thus Rose states, photographs should be 
characterized as cultural documents used to see the world historically, socially, and 
culturally (2000, 556).  Geographer Joan Schwartz adds to the discussion of how to use 
photographs as sources in geography by stating, “To read photographs as texts and 
investigate them as documents, we must seek to understand them in terms of the action in 
which they participated” (1996, 36).  Photography, despite being a valuable tool, 
however, is not often used as a source when conducting fieldwork within geography. 
Gillian Rose wrote, “‘the visual’ hasn’t been analyzed in any sustained way in relation to 
geography as an academic discipline” (2003, 212).  Even though the role of photography 
within geography has yet to be determined, it offers valuable insights that other sources 
lack.  
Photographs provided an alternative way to analyze identity use, rather than 
journals or other first-hand documentation, because they offer a way to culturally and 
socially look at the women who participated in the women’s suffrage movement.  The 
25 
 
photographs used for this study also provide a snap shot of the events that took place in 
Washington, D.C. between 1913 and 1919.  
Data Collection 
In order to complete this study, photograph samples from the United States 
Library of Congress’ collection of photographs from the Records of the National 
Woman’s Party were collected.  The collection contains approximately 2,650 
photographs from 1913 and 1922.  The photographs within this collection were stored on 
microfilm, reel 97, and box 276.  Since it is impossible to interview the women who 
participated in the suffrage protests of the early 20
th
 century, these photographs provide a 
visual aspect of the events, which provided a way to see the protest tactics used by these 
women.  This collection is large enough to provide the significant sample size needed to 
complete a thorough study.  Because of the large range of photographs, the collection 
allowed for a clearer understanding of protest tactics and identities used by these women.  
A week was spent at the Library of Congress exploring this collection, in order to 
collect the appropriate photographs for this study.  Because the entire collection is not 
digitized, it was difficult to determine which photographs were appropriate for this study 
without exploring the collection firsthand.  When selecting photographs for this study, 
only photographs that pertained to parades, pageants, and pickets between 1913 and 1920 
were collected.  The photographs were separated into two categories: Parades/Pageants 
1913-1915 and Pickets 1917-1920.  The section labeled Parades/Pageants contains 
approximately 161 photographs.  The group labeled Pickets contains approximately 167 
photographs with no photographs available in the collection for 1916 or 1920.  Although 
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photographs were taken in 1916, none of those photographs pertained to parading or 
picketing.  By 1920 the suffrage bill had already been submitted to the states for 
ratification.  The bill was officially ratified on August 18
th
, 1920.  A breakdown of the 
photographs by year and tactic is shown in Table 1. 
     
Table 1. Number of photographs by year and tactic.  Collected from the Records of the 
National Women’s Party, Library of Congress, Reel 97 and Box 276. 
   
  During the initial data collection numerous duplicate photographs were collected.  
Because a significant portion of the photographs collected were scanned from microfilm, 
the quality of the photograph was compromised.  As a result, the photographs were 
purposefully sampled based on their quality, usefulness within the study, and whether or 
not there was a duplicate.  Once the sample size was determined the photographs were 
coded and analyzed using Qualrus Qualitative software. 
 
Year Parade Pageant Picket Total by Year 
1913 74 22 0 96 
1914 43 0 0 43 
1915 14 8 0 22 
 Subtotal:  131 30 0 161 
1916 0 0 0 0 
1917 0 0 121 121 
1918 0 0 32 32 
1919 0 0 14 14 
Subtotal: 0 0 167 167 
Total: 131 30 167 328 
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Data Analysis  
 The purpose of analyzing these photographs was to determine which identity, 
feminine or civic, women embraced on protests tactics used during the suffrage 
movement between 1913 and 1920.  Content analysis was conducted, through the use of 
Qualrus Qualitative software, to count the frequency of certain phenomena associated 
with feminine and civic identities.  The place in which the photographs were taken was 
geo-coded.  The phenomena counted or analyzed included the following: type of tactic, 
formation of the women, where the photograph was taken (e.g., in front of a national 
monument), type of clothing worn by the women, the presence and number of American 
flags, and certain word usage associated with each identity (e.g., ladies, women, rights, 
liberty, vote, suffrage, president, legislation, change).  
Bar graphs were created to display the results of code frequencies associated with 
feminine and civic identity and the place of protest.  The code or code combinations that 
appear on the bar graphs were chosen because they occurred more than ten times within 
the sample size.  The frequency results of code combinations were determined by the 
search function within the Qualrus Software.  The function allowed for two or more 
codes to be linked using the Boolean searching operation ‘and.’ As a result, all the 
photographs that contained the given codes were generated.  These results are also 





CHAPTER 4: RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
A higher frequency of codes associated with feminine identity occurred between 
the years of 1913 and 1915.  In contrast, there was a higher frequency of codes associated 
with civic identity between the years of 1917 to 1919.  The results indicate that when the 
shift to picketing occurred in 1917, protests were located at places associated with 
American citizenship rather than the general locations of the parade route.  The following 
paragraphs break down the frequency of codes associated with feminine and civic 
identities as well as the places where protests occurred.  
Results: Feminine Identity  
Figure 2 displays the frequency of codes associated with feminine identity for this 
study.  The occurrence of codes and code pairs associated with feminine identity has a 
higher frequency between the years of 1913 and 1914 than in subsequent years.  The 
higher frequency of these codes during this three year period proves the effectiveness of 
the beauty and dignity goal set forth by the suffrage leaders as a way to convince the 
nation that despite women having full citizenship they would bring beauty and refinement 
to public life in order to better the world (Barber 2002).  The most frequent feminine 
identity codes and code combinations were: costumes, clothing/white/feminine, 
clothing/white/sash, flowers, child and mother.  
29 
 
















      
30 
 
  Costumes, which were coded twenty-six times in 1913 and once in 1915, were 
used to contradict the urban landscape of Washington, D.C.  Costumes were present 
throughout the parade.  Women who participated in the parade wore costumes of the 
suffrage association (Figure 3) as well as those associated with religion and specific 
ethnic groups.  The costumes chosen by the Women’s Suffrage Association differed only 
by color.  The use of color within the parade added to the theme of beauty and dignity.  
Because the photographs collected were black and white, specific color schemes were not 
used as a way to code or analyze the photographs.  It was, however, mentioned in the 
literature that costumes differed in color.  
Although it was difficult to determine certain colors within the photographs, white 
was easy to determine.  The color white, which assumes to symbolize purity, was coded 
eighty-six times within the sample size.  The term white was combined with codes 
feminine and clothing to determine the color of clothing worn by the women participating 
in the protests as well as the style of the clothing within the protests.  The combination of 
clothing that was both white and feminine reiterates the goal of the parades of the time 
period which was beauty and dignity.  Despite the major goal of the 1913 demonstration 
being beauty and dignity the code combination only appeared four times in 1913.  The 
highest frequency of the code combination, however, occurred in 1914 when it occurred 
twenty-two times.  This code combination does appear twice in 1917, but does not appear 
in 1915, 1918, and 1919.  
 Women participating in the protests not only wore white symbolizing purity, but 



















Figure 3. Costumes worn by National Women’s Party Members in the 1913 
parade.  Costumes only differed by color. (Group I:Box I Reel 97. National 




colors (purple, white, and gold) as well as suffrage slogans.  As a result, sashes had more 
than one purpose.  They were used as a way to promote beauty, though color, and a 
cause, through the words written on it.  Because the sashes present in the sample size did 
not have slogans on them the code sash was grouped with feminine identity codes.  
Therefore, sash was grouped with the codes clothing and white in order to determine the 
extent they played in displaying and shaping feminine identity.  The frequency of the 
code combination sash, clothing, and white was highest in 1914 with twenty-one 
occurrences.  The code group also occurs once in 1913, but does not occur in 1915 or 
1919.  The second highest frequency was in 1918 with fourteen occurrences.  The code 
sash is, however, present to some degree in all years within the sample size.  Despite the 
second highest frequency occurring in 1918 during picketing efforts, the code 
combination mirrors the suffragist’s goal of breaking through the gendered barrier 
between the public and private through beauty and dignity.  Other aspects of beauty and 
femininity were also present during the protests, including the use of flowers.  
Flowers were present during the parades that took place in 1913 and 1914 but also 
in the early pickets in 1917.  Flowers were used as a way to decorate vehicles and floats.  
The highest frequency of this code was recorded in 1914 when it was present 7 times.  
Flowers were also present in 1913 and 1917 but at a lower frequency.  The high 
frequency of flowers appearing in 1914 is correlated with the high frequencies of other 
feminine identity codes.  These correlations further prove the use of beauty used by the 
suffragists to assure the American public that if women were granted suffrage they would 
not compromise their womanhood, but would rather use their beauty to better the public.  
Suffragists also used aspects of their gender roles within the protest tactics between 1913 
33 
 
and 1919 which included reference to being mothers and the presence of children within 
protests.  
Children were visible within the photographs in 1913, 1914 and 1917.  In 1913 
the code child appeared 8 times.  Children, mainly little girls, were photographed 
participating in the parade as well as actors in the pageant during that specific year.  In 
1914, the code child was assigned to 5 photographs where children were actively 
participating in the parade.  The code, however, only appeared once in 1917, where a 
young girl was giving flowers to a suffragette who was picketing the White House.  
Children present and actively participating in the parade played on the theme of 
traditional femininity.  The use of children within the parades and pageants in 1913 and 
1914 showed that even though it was thought by the American public that if women were 
to be allowed to vote they would not abandon their traditional roles of the time period, 
including being a mother.  
Mentions of traditional gender roles, such as being a mother, were also present 
within the 1917 photographs, but the traditional gender roles were not specifically 
mentioned in any other year.  It can, however, be inferred that the children who 
participated within the parades and pageants were children of suffragists, but there was 
no mention of motherhood specifically.  In 1917, the code mother was assigned to 6 
photographs.  The photographs that were assigned the code contained signs which 
scolded the American government, including President Wilson, for drafting sons without 
the consent of their mothers.  In April of 1917, the United State declared war on 
Germany, which officially brought it into World War I.  As a result, many young men 
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were drafted into the war.  Therefore, following the declaration of war, signs mentioning 
the lack of a mother’s consent were present.   
The height of feminine identity, which occurred in 1914, was also the height of 
the parade period.  There were very few associations of feminine identity occurring in 
1915.  If there were photographs available for 1916 it can be inferred that there would 
also be a lack of feminine identity present.  The results indicate that there was a 
regrouping period in protest tactics because 1915 saw little references to civic identity, as 
well.  In 1917, Alice Paul along with other suffrage leaders determined the 
ineffectiveness of the parade tactic which led to the shift in tactic to picketing (Barber 
2002).  
Results: Civic Identity 
Once women gained access and acceptance in the public sphere, which resulted in 
national attention, they shifted their tactics.  Alice Paul realized the ineffectiveness of the 
parade tactic, which led to the rise in picketing.  The results of this study indicate that 
once the tactic changed to picketing there was an increase in the frequency of codes 
associated with civic identity.  The codes and code combinations with the highest 
frequency associated with civic identity are the following: costumes/Greco-roman, 
liberty, president, Wilson, democracy, American flag, and suffrage.  The results are 
























  The costumes, mentioned in the previous section were used during the parade 
tactic as a way to promote beauty; however, the costumes used within the pageant that 
took place in 1913, on the steps of the United States Treasury Building were different.  
The costumes contained small aspects of femininity, but the costumes the participants 
wore represented aspects of civic identities.  The costumes associated with the pageant 
were described as Greco-Roman.  Women who participated in the 1913 pageant wore 
costumes that were similar to clothing worn by women during the Roman Empire (Figure 
5).  The costume of the main character, Columbia, brought together many aspects of civic 
identity (Figure 6).  The costume worn by the suffragette contains a staff with an eagle on 
it, a helmet, a chest plate, as well as a cape with stripes on it.  These aspects all play into 
the American political culture and thus show the connection between pageantry and civic 
identity.  In order to determine when women dressed in such costumes Greco-Roman was 
combined with costumes.  After running the analysis, it was determined that the 
appearance of these costumes occurred more frequently in 1913.  In 1913, the code 
combination costumes/Greco-Roman was assigned to 13 photographs, but the code was 
not present in any of the photographs in the following years.  This occurrence may be 
attributed to the lack of pageants or other plays in the years following the 1913 pageant. 
Liberty, which is defined as the state of being free within a society, was a theme 
present within 4 out of the 6 years of this study.  The code was assigned to 2 photographs 
in 1913, 1 photograph in 1914, and 0 photographs in 1915.  The occurrences of liberty 




















Figure 5. Liberty and her attendants. Actors in the Pageant in front of the 
Treasury Building in 1913. (Group II: Box II: 276. National Women’s Party 



















Figure 6. Columbia in front of the Treasury Building as part of the 1913 
Pageant. (Group I:Box I Reel 97. National Women’s Party Records, 
Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.) 
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characters who participated in the 1913 pageant.  The highest frequency of this code 
occurred in 1917 when it was assigned to seventeen photographs.  Liberty was also 
present in 2 photographs in 1918.  The use of this code in both parades and pickets 
demonstrates that suffragettes thought they were denied an aspect of their citizenship, 
which was granted to their male counterparts.  Liberty is considered to be one of the 
unalienable rights as written in the Declaration of Independence when the United States 
gained its independence from Great Britain in 1776.  The Declaration of Independence 
states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their  creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” (Declaration of Independence 1776). Because the 
suffragettes were denied one of the rights granted to them in the Declaration of 
Independence, they used words, such as liberty, to connect their lack of freedom within 
the United States political system through the use of a historical document.   
 As the tactic changed from parading to picketing, suffragists began to focus more 
on the passage of legislation and lobby those who had the power to do so.  The 
appearance of two codes, president and Wilson, show how direct the suffragettes were in 
their lobbying efforts, as well as who they thought was ignoring their cause.  The code 
president appears thirty-two times in 1917, while only appearing once in 1918.  Out of 
the number of times president appears within the sample size, forty-six percent of the 
photographs are located at the White House.  The drop in the frequency of the code 
president in 1918 and thereafter is the result of President Wilson declaring his support for 
women’s suffrage in 1918 (Irwin 1921).  The code Wilson appears 7 times in 1917 and 3 
times in 1919.  These codes appeared on the signs suffragists used during their picketing 
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efforts where they asked questions directly to President Wilson (Figure 7).  One of the 
most frequent questions posed on picketing signs was “Mr. President what will you do 
for woman suffrage?” (Irwin 1921, 197).  Suffragists posed these questions in protest to 
bring attention to their lack of political rights and the lack of attention given to them by 
the president.  As a result, the suffragists picketed the person they felt had the most 
influence in granting them their citizenship. 
 Besides 1919, American flags were present in every year within the sample size.  
This code appears to varying degrees throughout the entire data set.  Despite feminine 
identity being present more often, the frequency of American flags shows that their lack 
of citizenship was also a concern.  The highest frequency of American flags, however, 
occurred in 1918 where it was assigned to thirteen photographs.  American flags are 
connected to American nationalism and are a symbol of the United States.  The flag was 
used in a variety of ways within the protest that took place between 1913 and 1919.  In 
1913, the flag was present at the beginning of the parade as well as in various places 
along the parade route (Figure 8).  Aspects of the flag were also present in some of the 
costumes used in the pageant.  For example, stripes were incorporated within the costume 
worn by the suffragist who played Columbia (Figure 6).  American flags were also 
carried during the variety of picketing efforts that took place from 1913 to 1918.  The use 
of American flags within protests ultimately showed that suffragists saw themselves as 
American citizens and connected their cause and American citizenship.  
 The appearance of specific words, such as democracy and suffrage, were not 






























































































































































































































































































































suffrage was the highest in 1917 with the code being assigned to eighty-six photographs 
then dropping to twenty-six in 1918, and finally twelve in 1919.  The appearance of 
suffrage mirrors the progression of the suffrage campaign from 1917 until 1919.  Because 
the suffragists emphasized beauty in order to gain access to public space in 1913 and 
1914, the code suffrage was absent from the photographs.  Once that was achieved they 
were able to push forth their agenda.  
Democracy, which is the center of American ideology, was not coded until 1917.  
In that year it was coded approximately eight times.  The signs in which the code 
democracy appeared were those which quoted President Wilson’s war message speech.  
The signs read, “We shall fight for the things which we have always held nearest out 
hearts—for democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in 
their own governments” (Irwin 1921, 207).  Suffragists used Wilson’s words as a way to 
promote their cause, again reiterating their lack of citizenship and ability to participate in 
the American political system.   
 The height of codes associated with civic identity occurred in 1917 where 6 out of 
the 7 significant codes appear.  1917 marked a year of transition between the two protest 
tactics used by suffragists.  Similarly, the results indicate that when the protest tactic 
changed the dominate identity embraced changed as well.  
Results: Place of Protest 
The shift in tactic to picketing was also coupled with more localized and specific 
places of protest.  Rather than using the parade route of 1913 to 1915, which followed a 
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general path, pickets occurred at specific places.  These places of protest are synonymous 
with citizenship and American politics and history.  The following map (Figure 9) 
displays the places where pickets occurred as well as the parade route used during the 
first suffrage parade in 1913.  The parade routes starting and ending points are labeled 
with yellow stars and the actual route is outlined in red.  The parade route follows 
Pennsylvania Avenue and connected to 15
th
 street.  Places on the route include the United 
States Treasury Department, Capitol, White House, and Lafayette Monument.  These 
buildings and monuments were the only available places for the protests.  Some of the 
monuments Americans are familiar with today, especially those used as sites of protest, 
were not constructed during this time period.  For example, the Lincoln Memorial, which 
was used for demonstrations during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, was not 
constructed until 1922.  The Washington Monument, which was constructed in 1888, was 
not used as a place of protest within the sample size.  Securing places to actively 
assemble during this time period was a difficult hurdle for the suffragists to overcome 
because Washington, D.C. was not deemed a place of national public protest.  
Pennsylvania Avenue, which was and still is considered the main corridor within 
Washington, D.C., was used as the main route during the 1913 parade.  Within the 



























































































women were parading in 1914 and 1915, exact place locations could not be determined.  
Originally, women were not going to be granted the right to assemble on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, but rather were encouraged to move the parade to a side street (Barber 2002, 
53).  Pennsylvania Avenue was the main corridor for businesses and therefore, suffrage 
leaders fought for access (Barber 2002).  They won the battle and were granted the right 
to demonstrate on Pennsylvania Avenue.  The parade started at the Capitol and ended at 
the United State Treasury Building.  
The Capitol, which was coded approximately 9 times in 1913, 5 times in both 
1914 and 1915, and once in 1917, served as the starting point of the 1913 parade.  The 
Capitol was not seen in any photographs in 1918 or 1919. The Capitol, as stated in the 
literature, is the place where legislation is voted on and passed in the United States.  In 
other parades, like the one that took place in 1913, the Capitol was used as an ending 
point. The results indicate that the Capitol was used more frequently between 1913 until 
the beginning of 1917.  The frequency of photographs that contain the Capitol decreased 
to 1 in 1917.  As a result, other places had a higher frequency in 1917 and the years that 
followed.  Ultimately, the capitol, which was used either as a starting point or ending 
point during parades, shows the relationship between demonstrations and civic identities.  
The United States Treasury Building, built in 1842, was used as the ending point 
of the 1913 parade.  The results show the code Treasury Building was assigned to 
approximately nineteen photographs in 1913.  The code does not appear in any of the 
following years as a place of protest.  As stated in the literature, the United States 
48 
 
Treasury Building was the only building the suffragists were able to obtain a permit to 
assemble.  As a result, the Treasury Building was not used following the 1913 
demonstration.  The results indicate that the Treasury Building was not used as a place of 
protest any time after 1913, which shows the lack of connection between this place and 
civic identity.  
The White House, which was first constructed in 1800, had the highest frequency 
of photographs recorded.  The highest frequency of White House occurred in 1917 where 
it was assigned to seventy-one photographs.  The change of place to the White House was 
a decision made by suffrage leader Alice Paul.  In order to bring attention to the 
President, who at the time had not declared a stance on suffrage, Alice Paul decided that 
all pickets were to be located at the White House.  Her rational, “If a creditor stands 
before a man’s house all day long, demanding payment of his bill, the man must either 
remove the creditor or pay the bill” (Irwin 1921, 196).  The location of pickets at the 
White House continued through 1917 and into 1919. Once President Wilson showed 
support for women’s suffrage in 1918, the frequency dropped to 2.  In 1919, however, 
there was a spike in the number of protests at the White House.  In that year fourteen 
photographs were coded with the term White House.  Ultimately, the results indicate that 
once tactics shifted from parades to pickets there was an increase in the number of 
pickets located at the White House.  The high frequency of photographs coded with 
White House over the course of several years shows that the suffragists wanted to bring 
attention of their cause to the person whom they thought could best serve them.   
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Picketing those who were capable of changing the lack of political representation 
given to American women was not limited to President Wilson and the White House.  In 
1918, suffragists began picketing the Senate Building.  Within the sample size there are 
approximately 5 photographs assigned the code Senate Building.  This is the only year 
when protests took place at this location.  The results mirror the shift from the year 
Wilson declared his support for suffrage.  In order to achieve the main goal of the 
movement, which was suffrage, suffragists targeted Senators who were responsible for 
drafting legislation as well as their offices.  Not all locations determined within the 
sample size were associated with the American political system, but all locations within 
the sample size rather were associated with American identity.  
In 1918, the location of pickets shifted again to Lafayette Memorial located in 
Lafayette Park across from the East Gate of the White House (Irwin 1921).  The 
monument was erected in 1891 to honor Lafayette, the French general who helped 
Americans secure independence from Great Britain.  Because Lafayette had fought for 
the liberty of Americans during the Revolutionary War, his statue was chosen as a site for 
protest.  One suffragist, Hazel Hunkins stated, while protesting at Lafayette Statue, 
“Here, at the statue of Lafayette, who fought for the liberty of this country, and under the 
American flag, I am asking for enfranchisement of American women” (Irwin 1921, 356).  
The results show that 1918 was the only year in which protests were located at the 
Lafayette Memorial statue.  Approximately seventeen photographs were assigned the 
code Lafayette Statue.  Although Lafayette State is not correlated with the American 
political system it served as a place dedicated to the man who helped secure liberty for 
the American people.  As a result, protests were held there as reminders of the historical 
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event with the hopes of bringing attention to the liberty American women were being 
denied.       
The overall results of this study indicate that when participating in parades 
suffragists were more likely to embrace aspects of their feminine identity rather than their 
civic identity.  Furthermore, when participating in pickets women were more likely to 
embrace aspects of their civic identity than their feminine identity.  The study determined 
that pickets, where civic identity was embraced, occurred at places associated with 
citizenship, American identity and the American political system within Washington, 
D.C.  The exception to this being the United States Treasury Building, which was only 
used as a place of protest during the 1913 demonstration.  Because the main tactics 
shifted from parades to pickets in 1917, 1917 was used as a significant, turning point year 
where it is expected to see not only a change in protest tactics, but also a change to an 










CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION 
Since the beginning of the national suffrage campaign in the late 19
th
 century until 
the addition of the 19
th
 amendment to the Constitution in 1920, the way suffragists chose 
to protest their lack of citizenship within the public sphere changed.  As their 
performance tactic changed, so did the identities they chose to embrace and the places 
where protests occurred.  The results of this study show that during the parading tactic a 
higher frequency of codes associated with feminine identity occurred between 1913 and 
1915 whereas codes associated with civic identity occurred at higher frequencies between 
1917 and 1919.  
The March 3
rd
, 1913 parade marked the first time women protested within the 
national public sphere.  The major goal of this parade, in particular, and those that 
followed was to incorporate aspects of beauty and dignity into the urban landscape of 
Washington, D.C.  Feminine identity codes and code combinations, including costumes, 
clothing/white/feminine, clothing/white/sash, flowers, child, mother, and sash appeared at 
a higher frequency from 1913 to 1915.  The code combination clothing/white/feminine 
occurred 4 times in 1913 and twenty-one times in 1914.  Other feminine identity codes 
appeared at different frequencies throughout the parading period.  Codes such as 
costumes, clothing/white/feminine, clothing/white/sash, flowers and child occurred at 
different frequencies between 1913 and 1915, however, the highest frequencies of these 
codes appeared in either 1913 or 1914.  The high frequencies of these codes in 1913 and 
1914 show that as women entered uncharted, male national public space they chose to 
show their feminine identity.  
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In 1917, the performance tactic changed to silent picketing.  As a result, the 
higher frequency of feminine identity codes seen during the parading period shifted to a 
higher frequency of civic identity codes during the picketing period.  The following civic 
identity codes appeared at a high frequency from 1917 to 1919: liberty, president, 
costumes/Greco-Roman, Wilson, democracy, American flag, and suffrage.  The highest 
frequency of six of the seven civic identity codes appeared in 1917 and 1918.  For 
example liberty appeared 17 times and president appeared 32 times in 1917.  The code 
American Flag appeared throughout the whole data set, however, the highest frequency 
occurred in 1918 with a frequency of 13.  As the performance tactic changed, so did the 
places where protests occurred.   
During the parading period the parade route followed a distinct parade route 
centered on Pennsylvania Avenue and had specific starting and ending locations.  The 
parade tactic and thus the parade route focused on the broader use of space within 
Washington, D.C.  In 1913, the highest frequency of Pennsylvania Ave occurred when it 
appeared 13 times.  Places, such as the Capitol and Treasury Building were used 
primarily as starting and ending locations for parades.  The codes Capitol and Treasury 
Building were only coded during the parading period.   
With the change to picketing in 1917, the significance and use of place changed.  
Picketing allowed women to protest at specific and meaningful locations.  During the 
picketing period places such as the White House and Lafayette Statue were the most 
dominant.  White House appeared 71 times in 1917, two times in 1918, and 14 times in 
1919.  The low frequency of White House in 1918 correlated with the shift in place that 
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occurred in 1918.  Lafayette Statue appeared 17 times in 1918, but did not appear during 
any other year within the data set.  
The broadness of the parades routes between 1913 and 1915 illustrated the use 
space within the suffrage protests.  As suffragists exerted control over public space 
through the parading tactic, space became place.  This transformation is best seen in 
photographs between 1917 and 1919, where suffragists performed their citizenship 
through the use of silent picketing at specific locations within Washington, D.C.  
Consequently, women were able to attain equality in part by changing public space into 
place that included them.  As a result, claiming space and altering it into place fueled 
equality.  More importantly changing space into place was necessary in order for women 
to obtain the equality they sought. 
Because identities are complex, the way people use and unpack them differs.  As 
women entered the national public space in 1913 they chose to show aspects of their 
feminine identity through material culture, including clothing.  Over the course of the 
three-year parading period women changed the national public space of Washington, 
D.C. into a place of protest.  With this transformation from a space into a place, women 
were able to embrace and claim, embrace, and assert aspects of their civic identity.  
Therefore, as women established their right to perform their citizenship within public 
space they transformed the identity of Washington, D.C. into a place of protest.  As a 
result, these protesting efforts played a significant role in the perception of Washington, 




Relevant to Today?  
Women, who participate in protests today, especially protests related to gender 
specific issues, draw from the same tactics developed by suffragists in the early 1900s.  
For example, in June 2012 women in Michigan performed the Vagina Monologues on the 
steps of the Michigan state Capitol building in response to Representative Lisa Brown 
being banned from speaking within the House chamber (Huffington Post).  This 
performance tactic mirrors that used by suffragists in 1913 pageant at the United States 
Treasury Building.  
Ultimately, the perceptions of Washington, D.C. we have today as a place of 
national protest in part resulted from the events that took place in 1913.  The suffragists, 
through their protesting efforts, changed Washington, D.C. from public space into a 
national public place open to protests.  Events such as the March on Washington during 
the Civil Rights Movement would not have been possible without the efforts of the 
suffragists who first demonstrated in Washington, D.C. in 1913 and the years that 
followed.  
Recommendations for Future Studies 
Aspects of this study are open for future research not only as it applies to protests 
involving women, but all protests in general.  The methodology used in this study can be 
applied to various protests at different scales.  This should not be limited only to the 
American women’s movements, but could also be used to examine other women’s 
movements around the world such as the Arab Spring uprisings that started in 2010.  The 
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methodology used within this study can be used to demonstrate the effectiveness of 
identity usage, space claiming, and place creation in protest as it appears in digital media, 
specifically photographs.  
Further research could be done to include how different racial groups unpack and 
understand their identities within protest and how they claim space and transform it into 
place to their rights.  It was mentioned within the literature review that African American 
women participated in the parades that took place in Washington, D.C., however, the 
photographs available within this study did not provide a large enough sample size to 
analyze race.  Various protests have taken place in the United States that have not been 
analyzed especially those related to race and gender.  Because this study focuses on a 
historical time period, first-hand confirmation was difficult to obtain.  Analyzing more 
recent protests would be beneficial because those participating or who participated in the 
protest could provide first-hand documentation of the events that occurred.  Identity use 
and understanding within protest continues to be an issue dealt with today, there are 









APPENDIX I: FREQUENCY TABLES  






















Picket Line 121 
Protest 1 













Table 4: Frequency of Photographs by Place 
Places Frequency 
White House 89 
Capitol 21 
Treasury Building 18 
Lafayette Statue 17 
Pennsylvania Avenue 13 
Senate Building 5 
 
Table 5: Frequency of Photographs mentioning Women’s Clubs 
Woman's Clubs Frequency 
Women's Political Union 1 
Stanton Suffrage Club 1 
Western Reserve 1 
Congressional Union 1 
 
Table 6: Frequency of Photographs mentioning Suffrage Leaders 
Suffrage Leaders Frequency  
Anna Howard Shaw 1 





Table 7: Frequency of Photographs with Religious References 





Table 8: Frequency of Characters in Pageant 
Characters in Pageant  Frequency  
Columbia 7 














Table 9: Frequency of Photographs Referencing American Politics   





United States 33 






















Table 10: Frequency of Photographs with States and Cities 
States/Cities Frequency  
state  10 
Illinois 7 
New York 5 
Arizona 4 
California  4 
Louisiana 4 




Pennsylvania  2 
Colorado 1 
Connecticut  1 




Nebraska  1 
Nevada 1 




Table 11: Frequency of Clothing Types 
Clothing Type Frequency  
























Table 12: Frequency of Colleges and Universities  
Colleges Frequency  
college 6 






Table 13: Frequency of Specific Events 
Events Frequency  
Grand Picket 24 
Watch Fire Urn 10 
Bastille Day 6 
Pardon Pickets 6 
State Days  4 
Sunday Picket 3 








Table 14: Frequency of Occupations 
Occupations  Frequency  





Table 15: Frequency of Sign Type 
Signage Type Frequency  
banner 168 
sign 126 
association sign 1 
 














Table 17: Frequencies of American Ideology  
American Ideology  Frequency  





staff  6 




olive branch 4 
citizen 4 
Constitution 3 










Table 18: Frequencies of International References  
International Reference  Frequency  
British (flag) 1 
Denmark (sign) 2 
German (sign) 1 
Iceland 1 
International  13 
Prussia 1 
Russian  3 
Scottish 2 
Sweden 5 
Traditional (clothing) 6 














Table 19: Frequencies of Word Use on Signs  
Word Use on 
Signs 
Frequency Word Use on Signs Frequency 
Congress 1 protest 1 
Congressional 
Union 
1 Prussia 1 










Lincoln 1 unpatriotic 1 
human 2 Wellesley 1 
human spirit 2 White House 1 
meeting 2 history 1 









manhood 4 revolutionary 1 
legislation 5 public action 1 
democracy 11 senators 1 
liberty 25 public policy 1 
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choice 1 Pennsylvania 2 
Denmark 2 socialist 2 
enfranchising 5 sons 2 
demand 11 self-governed 2 
conquer 1 Russian 3 
government 3 voice 3 
German 1 United States 5 
California 3 New York 5 
American 12 nation 5 
amendment 5 mother 6 
Illinois 7 Wilson 10 
jail 2 women suffrage 19 
Iowa 2 women 33 














Table 20: Frequencies of People in the Crowd 





police officer 70 
crowd 113 
 
Table 21: Frequencies of Reference to Gender Roles 















Table 23: Frequency of Liberty by Tactic and Place 
Liberty      
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 2 Parade Treasury Building 2 
1914 1 Parade Washington, D.C 1 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 17 Picket White House 11 
   Capitol 1 
   Washington, D.C 5 
1918 2 Picket  Lafayette Statue 2 
1919 0 - - - 
 
Table 24: Frequency of President by Tactic and Place 
President      
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 0 - - - 
1914 0 - - - 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 32 Picket White House 15 
   Capitol  1 
   Washington, D.C.  16 
1918 2 Picket   
1919 0 - - - 
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Table 25: Frequency of Costumes by Tactic and Place 
Costumes     
Year Frequency Tactic/Frequency Place Frequency 










   Washington, 
D.C. 
7 
1914 0 - - - 
1915 1 Parade Washington, 
D.C. 
1 
1917 0 - - - 
1918 0 - - - 

















    
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 4 Parade Capitol  2 
   Washington, D.C. 2 
1914 22 Parade Washington, D.C.  20 
   Capitol 2 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 2 Picket White House 2 
1918 0 - - - 



















    
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 1 Parade Washington, D.C.  1 
1914 21 Parade Capitol  2 
   Washington, D.C.  19 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 5 Picket White House 4 
   Washington, D.C.  1 
1918 14 Picket  Lafayette Statue 9 
   White House 1 
   Washington, D.C.  4 













Table 28: Frequency of Sash by Tactic and Place 
Sash      
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 4 Parade Washington, D.C.  4 
1914 2 Parade Washington, D.C.  2 
1915 1 Parade Capitol  1 
1917 45 Picket White House 27 
   Capitol  1 
   Washington, D.C.  17 
1918 22 Picket Lafayette Statue 10 
   White House 2 
   Senate Building 4 
   Washington, D.C.  6 
1919 1 Picket, 
Watch Fire Urn 












Table 29: Frequency of Costumes, Greco-Roman by Tactic and Place 
Costumes,  
Greco-Roman 
    
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 13 Pageant  Treasury Building 12 
   Washington, D.C. 1 
1914 0 - - - 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 0 - - - 
1918 0 - - - 
1919 0 - - - 
 
Table 30: Frequency of Wilson by Tactic and Place 
Wilson     
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 0 - - - 
1914 0 - - - 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 7 Picket Washington, D.C.  4 
   White House 3 
1918 0 - - - 




Table 31: Frequency of Flowers by Tactic and Place 
Flowers      
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 2 Pageant  Treasury Building 2 
1914 7 Parade  Washington, D.C.  6 
   Capitol  1 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 2 Picket White House 1 
   Washington, D.C.  1 
1918 0 - - - 












Table 32: Frequency of Child by Tactic and Place 
Child     
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 8 Parade Washington, D.C.  2 
  Pageant  Treasury Building 6 
1914 5 Parade Capitol  1 
1915 0 - - - 
1917 1 Picket Washington, D.C.  4 
   White House  1 
1918 0 - - - 
1919 0 - - - 
 
Table 33: Frequency of Mother by Tactic and Place 
Mother     
Year Frequency Tactic Place Frequency  
1913 0 - - - 
1914 0 - - - 
1915 0    
1917 6 Picket White House 2 
   Washington, D.C.  4 
1918 0 - - - 




Table 34: Frequency of White by Tactic  
White House   
Year Frequency Tactic 
1913 1 Parade  
1914 0 - 
1915 1 Parade  
1917 71 Picket 
1918 2 Picket 
1919 14 Picket/Watch fire Urn  
 
Table 35: Frequency of Capitol by Tactic  
Capitol    
Year Frequency Tactic 
1913 9 Parade 
1914 5 Parade 
1915 5 Parade 
1917 1 Picket  
1918 0 - 






Table 36: Frequency of Treasury Building by Tactic  
Treasury Building   
Year Frequency Tactic 
1913 19 Pageant 
1914 0 - 
1915 0 - 
1917 0 - 
1918 0 - 
1919 0 - 
 
Table 37: Frequency of Lafayette Statue by Tactic 
Lafayette Statue   
Year Frequency  Tactic 
1913 0 - 
1914 0 - 
1915 0 - 
1917 0 - 
1918 17 Picket 






Table 38: Frequency of Pennsylvania Avenue by Tactic  
Pennsylvania Avenue   
Year Frequency  Tactic 
1913 13 Parade 
1914 0 - 
1915 0 - 
1917 0 - 
1918 0 - 
1919 0 - 
 
Table 39: Frequency of Senate Building by Tactic and Place 
Senate Building   
Year Frequency  Tactic  
1913 0 - 
1914 0 - 
1915 0 - 
1917 0 - 
1918 5 Picket 







Table 40: Frequency of Codes Associated with Civic Identity  
Year Liberty President Costume 
Greco-
Roman 
Wilson Democracy American 
Flag 
Suffrage 
1913 2 0 13 0 0 2 0 
1914 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
1915 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 
1917 17 32 0 7 8 7 86 
1918 2 2 0 0 0 13 26 
1919 0 0 0 3 3 0 12 
 
Table 41: Frequency of Codes Associated with Feminine Identity  






Flowers Child Mother Sash 
1913 26 4 1 2 8 0 4 
1914 0 22 21 7 5 0 2 
1915 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1917 0 2 5 2 1 6 45 
1918 0 0 14 0 0 0 22 






Table 42: Frequency of Codes Associated with Place of Protest  
Year Pennsylvania  
Avenue  
Capitol Treasury  
Building 




1913 13 9 19 1 0 0 
1914 0 5 0 0 0 0 
1915 0 5 0 1 0 0 
1917 0 1 0 71 0 0 
1918 0 0 0 2 17 5 
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